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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA

ABUJA

***

PRESS RELEASE
The High Commission of India (HCI) in Abuja and its office in Lagos receive a number of visa applications from Nigerian nationals to visit India. Some of these applications are rejected because of inadequate documents. At times, the documents have been found to be fake or forged and are disowned by their originators. In all this, the ultimate victims are the innocent Nigerian applicants exploited by unscrupulous facilitators.  

2.
In order to streamline the consular services, the HCI has taken a series of initiatives. In this context, the High Commission of India would like the Nigerian visa applicants to carefully read the following guidelines:

(a)  
All applicants seeking visas for India must adhere to the prescribed guidelines stated in the website www.indianhcabuja.com. 

(b)  
Applicants holding passports issued from South-East, South-West or South-South parts of Nigeria must submit their visa applications at HCI Office, Lagos

(c) 
Visa applications can be submitted on any working day from 0915 to 1100 Hrs.  

(d) 
Online visa application form is at : https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/indianVisaReg.jsp  

(e) 
The HCI has introduced an online appointment system with immediate effect on first-cum-first-serve basis in Abuja.  
(f) 
Suppression or falsification of information/documents or purpose of the visit to India may lead to black listing of the applicant/company/organisation. 

3.
Applicants are also advised to comply with the following basic guidelines: 

(a) 
Original passport valid for at least 6 months.
(b) 
A photocopy of the data page of the passport 

(c) 
Two photographs - 50mm X 50mm (2 inch x 2 inch) with light background. Photos must be glued to the forms in the box provided on pages 1 & 2 of the online form.

(d)
Visa application form duly filled in online (Your form should be signed in the box under the photograph on page 1 and at the end of page-2. Your signatures should match with the signature on your passport.) 

(e)
The Applicant must provide his/her own contact details – cellular phone and/or e-mail id. False contact details may lead to rejection of visa. 

(f)
Oral Polio Vaccination/IPV is a mandatory requirement for visiting India for only residents of WHO-identified seven Polio-affected countries including Nigeria from March 01, 2014. OPV/IPV certificate to be carried along must be valid for one-year from the date of administering the OPV/IPV. 

(g)
Yellow Fever Vaccination for all except infants under six months is compulsory for travelling to India. 

***
Abuja, March 20, 2014
